
Art Assessment/Progression of skills   
 

EYFS KS1 KS2 
Creating with Materials: 

Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 

experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 

Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 

Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in 

narratives and stories. 

 

Being Imaginative: 

Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 

teacher. 

Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and song 

Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when 

appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

Pupils should be taught: 

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 

experiences and imagination 

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, 

pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, 

describing the differences and similarities between different practices 

and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control 

and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an 

increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 

Pupils should be taught: 

 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to 

review and revisit ideas 

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, 

painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, 

charcoal, paint, clay] 

 about great artists, architects and designers in history. 
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1. Safely use and explore a variety of 

materials, tools and techniques. 

 

a. Draw on different surfaces such as 

in sand, chalk on the playground etc.  

 

b. Draw upright and flat, holding their 

pencil in a tripod grip in almost all 

cases.. 

 

2. Use drawings to tell a story.  

 

3. Experiment with the use of line, 

shape and colour. 

1. Experiment with a variety of tools, 

such as: pencils, crayons, pastels, felt-

tips, charcoal, ballpoints, chalk and 

other dry media.  

 

a. Draw on different surfaces  

 

2. Communicate something about 

themselves in their drawing.  

 

3. Begin to explore the use of line, 

shape, pattern and colour. 

 

4. Explore drawing techniques such as: 

hatching and scribbling. 

1. Begin to control the types of marks 

made with a range of media such as: 

crayons, pastels, felt tips, charcoal, 

pen, chalk.  

 

a. Draw on different surfaces and 

experiment with layering media.  

 

2. Draw for a sustained period of time 

from the figure and real objects, 

including single and group objects.  

 

3. Experiment with line, shape, pattern 

and colour. 

 

4. Continue to explore drawing 

techniques such as hatching, scribbling 

and blending. 

1. Demonstrate control over the types 

of marks made with a range of media  

 

a. Begin to use their sketchbook to 

collect and record visual information 

from different sources 

 

b. Experiment with different grades 

of pencil and other implements.  

 

2. Draw for a sustained period of time 

at their own level.  

 

3. Use different media to develop line, 

shape, pattern, colour and tone. 

 

4. Use a range of drawing techniques 

within their work with growing 

confidence. 

1. Demonstrate increasing control over 

the types of marks made with a range 

of media  

 

a. Begin to use their sketchbook to 

inform and influence their artwork 

 

b. Demonstrate experience in 

different grades of pencil and other 

implements  

 

2. Draw for an increasing period of 

time at their own level 

 

3. Use different media, with 

increasing control, to achieve line, 

shape, pattern, colour and tone.  

 

4. Confidently use a range of drawing 

techniques within their work. 

1. Begin to demonstrate a wide variety 

of ways to make different marks with 

dry and wet media.  

 

a. Actively to use their sketchbook to 

inform and influence their artwork 

 

2. Draw over a number of sessions 

working on one piece. 

 

3. Demonstrate a secure 

understanding of line, shape, pattern, 

colour, tone and space.  

 

4. Use different techniques for 

different purposes within their own 

work. 

 

5. Have opportunities to explore 

simple perspective in their work using 

a single focal point and horizon. 

 

6. Begin to develop an awareness of 

composition, scale and proportion in 

their work. 

1. Demonstrate a wide variety of ways 

to make different marks with dry and 

wet media.  

 

a. Sketchbooks demonstrate the 

artistic style of the user.  

 

2. Draw for a sustained period of time 

over a number of sessions working on 

one piece. 

 

a. Work in a sustained and 

independent way to develop an 

individual style of drawing.  

 

3. Make artistic choices regarding the 

use of line, shape, pattern, colour, 

tone and space  

 

4. Use different techniques for 

different purposes within their own 

work, understanding which works best 

and why. 

 

5. Develop further simple perspective 

in their work using a single focal point 

and horizon.  

 

6. Develop an awareness of 

composition, scale and proportion in 

their work. 
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1. Safely use and explore a variety of 

materials, tools and techniques. 

 

a. Explore different types of paint 

such as ready mixed and powder.  

 

2. Paint flat and upright. 

 

3. Explore working with paint on 

different surfaces and in different 

ways. 

 

4. Recognise and name the primary 

colours being used. 

 

a. Name the colours of different 

objects. 

1. Experiment with paint media using a 

range of tools, e.g. different brush 

sizes, hands, rollers and pads. 

 

2. Begin to show control over the 

types of marks made. 

 

3. Work on a range of scales and 

surfaces with a range of media. 

 

4. Mix secondary colours and shades 

using different types of paint. 

 

a. Begin to reproduce the colours of 

different objects. 

1. Experiment with tools and 

techniques, such as layering and mixing 

media   

 

2. Continue to control the types of 

marks made. 

 

3. Gain confidence when working on 

different scales and surfaces  

 

4. Confidently mix a range of 

secondary colours and shades. 

 

a. Reproduce the colours of different 

objects with increasing accuracy. 

1. Experiment with different effects 

and textures such as: blocking in 

colour, washes, thickened paint etc. 

 

2. Become increasingly confident using 

paint brushes to create different 

effects and textures. 

 

3. Work confidently, beginning to 

make appropriate choices regarding 

paper and scale. 

 

4. Mix a variety of colours and know 

which primary colours make which 

secondary colours. 

 

a. Start to explore the colour wheel.  

 

b. Begin to develop colour vocabulary. 

1. Choose paints and implements 

appropriately. 

 

2. Become increasingly confident using 

paint brushes to create different 

effects and textures. 

 

3. Work confidently, with ability to 

justify their choices regarding paper 

and scale.  

 

4. Mix and match colours with 

increasing accuracy.   

 

a. Continue to explore the colour wheel 

introducing warm and cold, 

complementary and contrasting.  

 

b. Use more specific colour vocabulary. 

 

5. Start to develop a painting from a 

drawing. 

1. Plan and create different effects 

and textures with paint according to 

what they need for the task. 

 

a. Work on preliminary studies to test 

media and materials.  

 

2. Control the types of marks made 

and the effects and textures 

produced. 

 

a. Start to develop their own style 

using mixed media.  

 

3. Experiment with choice of paper 

and with scale of work 

 

4. Demonstrate an understanding of 

colours including primary and 

secondary, warm and cold, 

complementary and contrasting. 

 

5. Develop a painting from a lightly 

sketched drawing. 

 

1. Choose appropriate paint, paper and 

implements to adapt and extend their 

work. 

 

a. Carry out preliminary studies, test 

media and materials and mix 

appropriate colours.   

 

2. Purposefully control the types of 

marks made and the effects and 

textures produced. 

 

a. Work in a sustained and 

independent way to develop an 

individual style. 

 

3. Be adventurous with choice of paper 

and with scale of work 

 

4. Make artistic choices regarding the 

use of colour 

 

5. Work more confidently from an 

initial pencil sketch to a finished 

painting 
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1. Safely use and explore a variety of 

materials, tools and techniques.   

 

2. Have fun experimenting with a 

range of materials such as recycled,  

natural and malleable to make models 

and structures 

 

3. Begin to explore the use of shape 

and form. 

 

4. Begin to apply simple decoration 

techniques 

1. Safely use and explore a variety of 

materials, tools and techniques.   

 

2. Experiment with a range of 

materials such as recycled, natural and 

malleable to make models and 

structures.  

 

3. Continue to explore the use of 

shape and form. 

 

4. Begin to apply simple decoration 

techniques introducing patterns. 

1. Understand the safety and basic 

care of materials and tools, working 

with increasing confidence.  

 

2. Explore the use of materials such 

as recycled, natural and malleable to 

make models and structures.  

 

3. Experiment with shape and form.  

 

4. Apply simple decoration techniques 

including the use of pattern. 

1. Work in a safe and organised way 

using the equipment responsibly and 

with increasing  confidence 

 

a. Plan, collect and develop ideas to 

help design and make models. 

 

2. Use of a range of materials with 

increasing confidence, joining two 

parts safely and correctly.  

 

a. Learn to secure work to continue at 

a later date 

 

3. Use different media to develop 

shape and form. 

 

4. Produce more intricate patterns and 

begin to explore the use of texture. 

 

5. Begin to use language appropriate to 

skill and technique. 

1. Work in a safe and organised way 

using the equipment responsibly and 

with confidence 

 

a. Plan, collect and develop ideas and 

make adaptions where necessary  

 

2. Confidently use of a range of 

materials joining parts safely and 

correctly.  

 

a. Secure work to continue at a later 

date. 

 

3. Use different media, with 

increasing control, to achieve shape 

and form. 

 

4. Produce more intricate patterns and 

continue to explore the use of 

texture. 

 

5. Use language appropriate to skill 

and technique. 

1. Work with a wider range of tools in 

a safe and organised way, caring for 

the equipment.  

 

a. Plan a sculpture through drawing and 

other preparatory work. 

 

2. Confidently use of a range of 

materials with careful consideration 

for joining techniques.  

 

a. Secure work to continue at a later 

date.  

 

3. Demonstrate a secure 

understanding of shape and form. 

 

4. Creatively use pattern and texture 

within their work. 

 

a. Develop understanding of different 

ways of finishing work such as glaze, 

paint and polish.  

 

5. Increasingly use language 

appropriate to skill and technique. 

1. Work confidently with a wider range 

of tools in a safe and organised way, 

caring for the equipment.  

 

a. Independently plan a sculpture 

through drawing and other 

preparatory work. 

 

2. Confidently use of a range of 

materials with careful consideration 

for effective joining techniques.  

 

a. Secure work to continue at a later 

date.  

 

3. Make artistic choices regarding the 

use of shape and form. 

 

4. Creatively use pattern and texture 

within their work.  

 

a. Understanding the different ways 

of finishing work such as glaze, paint 

and polish. 

 

5. Accurately use language appropriate 

to skill and technique. 
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 1. Share their creations, explaining 

the process they have used.  

 

2. Talk about their favourite and least 

favourite part. 

1. Describe some of the art and design 

techniques they have used in their 

work, e.g. drawing, painting, and 

sculpture.  

 

2. Talk about what they like in their 

own work and in the work of others. 

1. Talk about the techniques, materials 

and equipment used in their work and 

the work of others.   

 

2 .Describe what they like about their 

own work and the work of others using 

appropriate language.  

 

a. Begin to discuss what they would do 

differently next time. 

1. Evaluate an existing piece of 

artwork providing a personal opinion. 

 

a. Compare ideas, methods and 

approaches in their own and others’ 

work,  

 

b. Use their sketch book to adapt 

their work as their ideas develop.  

 

2. Identify and discuss the likes and 

dislikes of their artwork and the 

changes they had to make as a result. 

 

a .Identify areas for development that 

could be made. 

1. Evaluate an existing piece of 

artwork providing a personal opinion 

and discussing the changes they would 

like to make.   

 

a. Compare ideas, methods and 

approaches in their own and others’ 

work, 

 

b. Use their sketch book to adapt 

their work as their ideas develop and 

make relevant annotations.  

 

2. Identify and discuss the likes and 

dislikes of their artwork and the 

changes they had to make as a result. 

 

a. Identify areas for development that 

could be made. 

1. Describe what they think and feel 

about an existing piece of artwork and 

how this might influence their future 

designs. 

 

a. Use appropriate language when 

comparing ideas, methods and 

approaches in their own and others’ 

work. 

 

b. Use their sketch book to evaluate 

and adapt their work as their ideas 

develop and make annotations to show 

progression in their ideas.  

 

2. Confidently identify the strength 

and weaknesses of their artwork, 

suggesting any areas for improvement. 

1. Describe what they think and feel 

about an existing piece of artwork and 

how this might influence their future 

designs. 

 

a. Use appropriate language when 

comparing ideas, methods and 

approaches in their own and others’ 

work. 

  

b. Use their sketch book to adapt and 

critically evaluate their work as their 

ideas develop. 

 

2. Confidently identify the strength 

and weaknesses of their artwork, 

suggesting any areas for improvement. 

 

3. Consider  the effect different 

resources may have had 

 

 


