
PLANTS
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Important People / Places / Events

Key Facts Prior 
Knowledge?
I can observe and 
describe how 
seeds and bulbs 
grow into mature 
plants.
I know talk about 
and describe how 
plants needs 
water, light and a 
suitable 
temperature to 
grow and stay 
healthy.

Key Vocabulary Definition

fertilisation When pollen meets the ovule to form a seed.

germination When a seed starts to grow.

carpel Style (holds up the stigma), stigma (collects 
common), ovary (contains ovules which can 
be fertilised to become a new seed).

pollen A fine powder produced by flowers. It 
fertilises other flowers of the same species so 
that they can produce seeds.

photosynthesis The process by which plants make their own 
food using carbon dioxide, water and 
sunlight.

pollination
(insect / wind)

Insects carry the pollen or the wind blows 
the pollen from one flower to another.

sepal Leaf-like structures that protect the flower 
and petals before they open out.



Prior Knowledge
• Children know the 7 continents and 

know South America on a map.
• Children know about the Amazon 

rainforest and what that is like.
• Children have just learned about the 

Stone Age to Iron Age so can 
understand where this fits in on a 
timeline.

Mayans Y3

Image / diagram

Key Facts
• Mayans lived in the area we now call Mexico and 

Guatemala around 2000BC
• Some of the cultures and civilisations still exist today
• Diets today include many of the same ingredients and 

those of Ancient Mayans
• The Creation story is of great importance
• Historians believe the Mayans were the most advanced 

society as they used calendars and writing – know as 
glyphs – had a number system and understood 
agriculture, architecture and astronomy

• The Mayans did not use wheels, metals and had no 
major roads

• They lived in the rainforest and used the resources 
around them most effectively

• The Mayans disappeared around 900AD – it is believed 
that about 90% of them died

• There are many theories surrounding why they died out

Key Vocabulary Definition

Conquistadors Spanish Catholics looking to spread the 
word of Christ

Creation Story How the world came to be, and how 
people inhabited it.

Manuscript Original writings

Meso America Middle America – where different 
countries and people shared similar 
cultures

Popul Vuh A collection of Mayan myths and stories 
including the creation story

Pyramid A religious building in the shape of a 
pyramid

Sacrifice Giving something to the gods to make 
your prayer stronger – sometimes 
involved killing things

Temple A religious building

Important People / Places
• Tikal Pyramid, Guatemala
• Xunantunich
• Hun Hanahpu – the maize god



LIGHT
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Important People / Places / Events
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Key Facts Prior 
Knowledge?

We l.

Key 
Vocabulary

Definition

dark Darkness is the absence of light.

light A form of energy that travels in a wave from 
a source.

light source An object that makes its own light.

pupil The back part of the eye which lets light in.

ray Waves of light are called light rays or
beams.

reflection The process where light hits the surface of 
an object and bounces back into our eyes.

retina A layer at the very back of the eye. The 
retina takes the light the eye receives and 
changes it to nerve signals to send to the 
brain.

shadow An area of darkness where light has been 
blocked.

• Light is a form of energy that makes it possible for us to see.
• Light is given off by some objects such as the sun.
• Darkness is when there is no light.
• Light can reflect off surfaces like mirrors.



Prior Knowledge

There are 7 continents 
and 5 oceans.

We live in England which 
is part of the United 
Kingdom.

A places address is 
unique.

Our World
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Key Facts

The equator separates the northern 
hemisphere from the southern.

The lines on maps and globes help us locate 
where places are in the world and tell us 
how far north or south a place is.

There are 5 major lines of latitude.

Lines of longitude help us find out how far 
east or west a place is.  They also separate 
time zones.

Key 
Vocabulary

Definition

Polar circles A line of latitude around the north and south 
pole

latitude A geographic coordinate that defines the 
north-south position of a point on the 
Earth’s surface

longitude Imaginary vertical lines used to measure 
position on the Earth’s surface E-W of the 
Prime Meridian

axis An imaginary line around which the Earth 
rotates

Satellite  
Navigation

A system of computers which can tell us 
exactly where on Earth we are

Area between lines of longitude 
following/sharing a standard time

Time zones

Important People / Places



What will I be able to do after I 
make my Photo Frame?
Design : Use what I have found out about 
photo frames to design a frame of my own. 
Label and annotate my design in detail, 
clearly identifying materials needed and how 
to make the structure stable.

Make: Use the correct joining materials to 

make my product long lasting. Use the best 
material and joining method to make a 
stable structure.

Evaluate: Say which material was the best 
to use and why. Explain how the structure 
was/was not stable enough.
Explain how my photo frame could be 
improved.

Photograph Frame – My 
favourite place in the world.

Year 3

Image / diagram

Triangulation

Key Vocabulary Definition

Picture frame A container that borders the edge of a 
picture, and is used for the protection, 
display, and visual appreciation of objects 
and imagery such as photographs, canvas 
paintings, drawings and prints, posters 
and mirrors.

Structure Something built or constructed like a 
bridge, building or dam.

Strengthen To make or become stronger.

Reinforce To strengthen or support an object, 
especially with additional material.

Stable Firmly fixed

Temporary Lasting for a limited period of time. Not 
permanent.

Permanent Lasting or remaining unchanged 
indefinitely.

Triangulation Formation of or division into triangles to 
make a structure strong and stable.

Free standing Not attached to or supported by another 
structure.

Health and Safety
Hold scissors safely: blades closed, hand around the
blade, always walk when carrying scissors.

Prior Knowledge
Make a basic structure Describe the materials that I 
have used to make my structure
Know the features of familiar products Find out how 

to make materials for my structure stronger, by folding 
and joining
Select appropriate tools, techniques and materials

explaining my choices
Use a range of joins Know how to make structures 

stronger by folding, joining or by shape

Technical Knowledge
Evaluate a range of existing photo frames.
Experiment with different strengthening and joining 
techniques.
Design a photo frame that is suitable for a particular 
purpose using their knowledge on making stable 
structures.
Structures can be made stable by using triangulation.
Structures are reinforced using additional materials. This 
makes them stronger and more stable.



Prior Knowledge

Bonjour – hello
Salut - hi

C’est moi! Year 3
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Key Facts
• Comment t’appelles-tu? – What is your 

name?
• Je m’appelle… – My name is …
• être – to be 
• Quel âge as-tu? – What is your name?
• je suis – I am 
• Adjectives for boys and girls have 

different spellings and pronunciations
• Months of the year do not have capital 

letters in French.

Key Vocabulary Definition

Écoute Listen

Répète Say it back (repeat)

grand / grande tall

petit / petite small

Il y a … There are … 

j‘ai ___ ans I am ____ years old

Mon anniversaire c’est
en ______.

My birthday is in 
____.

Important People / Places

Royaume-Uni – United Kingdom

Comment 
t’appelles-tu?








