
What will I be able to do after I 
make my Greek water vessel?
Design: Learn that some pottery was
decorative whilst others were practical.
Collect images of Greek pottery and
geometric patterns in sketch books and
annotate them. Sketch out designs and
patterns analysing and evaluating them in
sketchbooks.

Make: Explore clay as a medium and use
different joining techniques effectively to
make a Greek water vessel.

Evaluate: Evaluating their design and 
product.. 
Testing and evaluating the success of a final 
product.

Ancient Greek Water Vessels
Year 5
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Health and Safety
Clean work area before clay dries out.

Hand washing – wash hands properly after using clay to 
remove any residue.

Prior Knowledge
Children should have knowledge from previous
years about using clay and how to shape and
join it.

Technical Knowledge
Ancient Greek vases were made out of clay that
was dug out from the ground and were painted.
The name given to the clay and minerals from
the ground was terracotta. These vases were
used mostly for holding wine and for holding
water. They were considered pieces of artwork
and were also practical because they held
important things.
Basic clay techniques – pinching, coiling, slab.
Clay should be wet when bending it to form a
curve, otherwise it will crack.

Key Vocabulary Definition

Ceramics A term given to any art work produced 
using clay.

Clay Moist sticky earth. Liquid clay is called 
slip.

Pottery Objects shaped from moist clay and 
hardened by heat.

Modelling Working clay into a shape or form.

Scoring Cutting or scratching the surface, used to 
join parts of a pot e.g. a handle.

Firing Applying heat to harden clay in a large 
oven called a kiln.

Glaze A coating of coloured liquid glass applied 
to ceramics between firing.

Hollowing Removing the inside of a solid.

Pinching Squeezing between the thumb and a 
finger.

Coiling Fixing rings of clay on top of each other.

Wedging/Kneading Squeezing or pressing together using the 
hands and fingers.

Slab A flat evenly cut/rolled layer.



Prior Knowledge
Masculine and feminine
Singular and plural
le / la – the 
très – very
il – he
elle – she 
et - and

A table. Year 5
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Key Facts
• je voudrais – I would like
• il a – he has
• elle a – she has
• il voudrait – he would like
• elle voudrait – she would like 
• J’ai faim. – I am hungry.
• J’ai froid – I am cold.
• J’ai chaud. – I am hot.
• J’aime – I like
• Je n’aime pas – I do not like
• J’adore – to love
• Je déteste – to hate
• mais – but 

Key Vocabulary Definition

le pain the bread

le chocolat the chocolat

la glace the ice cream

la viande the meat

une baguette baguette

un croissant croissant 

un pain au chocolat chocolate bread

les raisins grapes

Les pommes apple

les frites Fries

Les petits pois peas

• il a – he has
• elle a – she has
• il voudrait – he would like
• elle voudrait – she would like 

• il aime – he likes
• il n’aime pas – he doesn’t like
• elle aime – she likes
• elle n’aime pas – she doesn’t like



Prior Knowledge

Europe is one of the 7 
continents.

The UK is part of the 
continent of Europe.

The earth is separated into 
tectonic plates.

Europe: a study of the 
Alpine region
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Key Facts

The Alps are one of the great European 
Mountain ranges.

The Alps are spread across eight 
countries.  

The Alps were formed over millions of 
years ago when the African and 
Eurasion tectonic plates collided.

The Alps is a popular tourist 
destination.

Key 
Vocabulary

Definition

Mountain range A series of mountains

gorge A narrow valley with steep walls, found 
between hills or mountains.

avalanche A large amount of snow that quickly moves 
down a mountain or slope

tourism Encouraging people to visit an area

altitude The height above sea level

hypothermia A serious condition where the body gets too 
cold and can’t warm itself up

summit The highest point in a mountain.

Important People / Places



Prior Knowledge
• Most of Ancient Greece period takes 

part at the same time as Ancient Egypt 
times.

• Roman we in Britain and all over 
Europe and expanding their empire at 
the same time as Ancient Greece

Ancient Greece Y5
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Key Facts
• Ancient Greece is referred to as “the birthplace of western 

civilisation”
• It is made up of three periods which produced many political ideas, 

art, architecture, sculpture, science, philosophy and literature which 
still influence our lives

• Men had a much better life than women.
• Only men were involved in the government and Olympic games
• Women were expected to stay at home, have children and look after 

them and do housework
• Many Greeks were poor and lived in the countryside.
• The Ancient Greeks invented government, democracy, used medicine 

and invented the Olympics
• Greece is made up of many islands. It meant that the people of 

Greece we used to travelling by sea and using it to influence their 
lives. Due to this, it was made up of many small states which often 
fought.

• 508BC – First democracy in Athens gave power to the people
• 146BC – Rome conquered Greece, making it part of the Roman 

Empire
• Our alphabet is based on the Greek one. A lot of our language we 

used to day comes from Greece.

Key Vocabulary Definition

Acropolis An ancient city usually on the top of a hill

Athenian Someone who comes from Athens

citizen Person who lives in a town or city

column Structures that held buildings up. There are 3 
main types in Ancient Greece – Doric, Ionic and 
Corinthian

democracy When decisions are made by the majority of 
people

Myth A traditional story explaining the history of 
people or a natural phenomenon

Olympics A series of athletic challenges which started 
taking place near Mount Olympus

philosophy Ideas about knowledge, right and wrong, 
reasoning and the value of things

Spartan Tough warriors who come from Sparta

Titans The first Greek gods

Important People / Places
• Athens – most powerful city in Greece
• Sparta – military city state surrounded by mountains
• Parthenon – Important Greek temple in Athens

• Homer – famous writer who wrote The Iliad and The Odyssey
• Alexander the Great (King of Macedonia) led his army all over Greece, 

Persia, Egypt and even India spreading the ideas of the Greeks.



MATERIALS:
PROPERTIES & 

CHANGES
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Important People / Places / Events
Claudius

Key Facts Prior Knowledge?
I can compare and 
group materials.
I can explain the 
suitability of everyday 
materials.
I know that some 
materials change state 
when heated / cooled.
I understand 
evaporation and 
condensation in the 
water cycle.

Key 
Vocabulary

Definition

condensing / 
condensation

When a gas cools and turns into a liquid.

conductor
A material that heat or electricity can 
easily travel through.

evaporating / 
evaporation

When liquid turns into a gas or vapour.

solidification 
(freezing)

When a liquid cools and turns to a solid.

gas
A gas fills it container, taking both the 
shape and volume of the container.

insulator
A material that does not let heat or
electricity flow through it.

Liquid
Liquids can flow and take the shape of the 
container because the particles are more 
loosely packed and can move around.

Melting
The process of heating a solid so it 
changes into a liquid.

material The substance something is made from.

solid
The particles of a solid are really close 
together meaning they hold their shape.

transparent A transparent object lets light through.

• Different materials are used for different jobs based on their 
properties e.g. flexibility, transparency, electrical / thermal 
conductivity (or insulator), hardness, magnetism, solubility, 










