
Prior Knowledge

Greenfields is in South Oxhey.

South Oxhey is in Hertfordshire, which 
is in England.  

England is in the UK.

South Oxhey is in the South West of 
Hertfordshire on the borders of 

Hillingdon and Harrow.

South Oxhey

Image / diagram

Key Facts

South Oxhey is a large estate built on land that was 
formerly part of the Oxhey Hall Estate. 
There was a manor house in the town, Oxhey Place, and a 
chapel which is still in situ.
The manor house was owned by the Blackwell family of 
Crosse and Blackwell fame.
South Oxhey was built after WWII to help with housing 
pressure after the bombings in London.
In 2020, a £150 million pound regeneration projest was 
approved.
South Oxhey has a typical UK temperate maritime climate. 
Summers are mild, winters cool, and rainfall is evenly 
distributed, supporting greenery and agriculture.
The River Colne is the nearest river to South Oxhey and is a 
tributary of the River Thames.

Key Vocabulary Definition

sustainable To be able to be kept up and continue to 
improve over time

impact How an event affects

regeneration an area of land being recreated and improved

Physical features naturally occurring, e.g. rivers, mountains, 
lakes 

Human features human made for example, towns, buildings, 
statues, roads.
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Prior Knowledge
In Early Years and Y1 children have 
learned about their family, where they 
family comes from and their homes. They 
have discussed the types of home and 
styles of houses on a basic level. They 
know where South Oxhey is 
geographically and its location in 
Hertfordshire.

Useful websites:
https://www.ouroxhey.org.uk/content/ca
tegory/topics/early-memories-of-south-
oxhey

South Oxhey Y5
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Key Facts
• South Oxhey was built as a rehoming settlement for displaced 

bomb victims of World War II Blitz in London
• Prisoners of War helped to construct some of the building
• It was deliberately built in a natural ditch between Oxhey Village, 

Bushey and Northwood, meaning the trees surrounding it would 
hide the development

• The land used to belong to the Oxhey Hall Estate – a manor owned 
by the Blackwell family of Cross and Blackwell fame.

• Oxhey Chapel is part of the original estate and still stands. It was 
built in 1612

• It was built between 1947 and 1952
• There are 6 primary schools in South Oxhey but no secondary 

school. The estate original had two which were combined to make 
Sir James Altham Comprehensive. This was closed in the 1980s.

• The Precinct area of South Oxhey has caused a lot of argument on 
the council with the eventual re- development being agreed in 2016

• South Oxhey has 2 choirs which were born out of a TV show based 
in South Oxhey which brought the community together

• Oxhey Jets is a big part of the community providing football to 
children since 1972

• Greenfields was built in 1952.It is a listed building and set the style 
of many other schools in Hertfordshire. It was the first Hills 8’3” 
system design.

Key Vocabulary Definition

Blitz Heaving bombing in London by the Germans in 
World War II which killed thousands of people 
and destroyed thousands of homes

Chapel Small church

Comprehensive A type of secondary school in that does not 
select its’ pupils based on how clever they are.

Listed building Greenfields is a listed building Grade II. This 
means it has architectural importance and so 
can’t be altered or changed without permission

Manor A large country house with lands

Precinct An area in a town designed for a specific use 
which is closed to traffic

rejuvenated Given new energy / meaning / purpose

Important People / Places
Oxhey precinct

https://www.ouroxhey.org.uk/content/category/topics/early-memories-of-south-oxhey


EARTH & SPACE

Images / diagrams
Important People / Places / Events
Claudius Ptolmey: 2nd century Greek mathematician who 
developed a geocentric theory of the universe – planets orbit the 
Earth at the centre
Nicolas Copernicus (1473-1543): astronomer who proposed a 
heliocentric system –planets orbit around the sun
Yuri Gagarin (1934-1968): first human in space [12th April 1961]
Neil Armstrong (1930-2012): first human to step on moon [20th July 
1969] with Edwin ‘Buzz’ Aldrin & Michael Collins {Apollo 11 crew}

Key Facts Prior Knowledge?

We live on Earth 
which is a planet in 
the Solar System.

Key 
Vocabulary

Definition

(astronomer) 
astronomy

(someone who studies) the study of 
celestial objects, space & the universe

celestial Something that is positioned in or relates
to the sky.

moon A natural satellite which orbits a planet.

orbit To move in a regular, repeating curved 
path around another object.

satellite Any object in space that orbits 
something else.

star A giant ball of gas held together by its 
own gravity.

sun A huge star that Earth & other planets in 
our Solar System orbit around.

Mercury My My
Venus Very Very
Earth Easy Educated
Mars Method Mother
Jupiter Just Just
Saturn Speeds Served
Uranus Up Us
Neptune Naming Noodles
(Pluto) (Planets)

* The Earth, sun & moon are roughly spherical bodies.
* The sun is at the centre of our Solar System and planets 
orbit the sun.
* The moon orbits the Earth on an oval shaped path - this 
takes 28 days.
* At various times in a month, the moon appears to be a 
different shape because as it orbits the Earth, the sun 
illuminates different parts of it.
* It takes the Earth 24 hours to rotate once on its axis.
* We have daytime when the Earth is facing the sun and 
night when it is facing away from the sun.
* It takes 365 ¼ days for the Earth to orbit the sun.
* Although the sun appears to move across the sky, it is 
actually due to the movement f the Earth around the sun.

geocentric
model

heliocentric
model










